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Learning Goal

We are learning about effective early 
reading instruction and strategies that 
will help your early reader at home.



Success Criteria

• Become familiar with the evidence and research 
related to how students learn to read

• Understand foundational literacy skills
• Review strategies and resources to support reading 

development at home



How We Learn to Read



The Right to Read Public Inquiry

https://www.ohrc.on.ca/en/right-to-read-inquiry-report


Matthew Effect

https://www.phonicbooks.co.uk/2017/06/04/matthew-effect-comes-reading-instruction/


Noticing a Change in Reading Instruction
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The Reading Brain

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dWWCmuAEBB4


Neuroscience of Reading
Inferior frontal gyrus
processes sounds
Phonological Awareness

Parieto-temporal 
Connects letters to sounds
Phonological Assembly

Occipito-temporal (word form)
Stores information for automatic 
word recognition
Orthographic Processor

Sandak, Menci, Frost & Pugh, 2004; Houde, Lubin & Joliet, 2010

Students 
require explicit 
instruction to 
activate this 

reading circuitry



How We Learn to Read



Foundational Literacy Skills



The Stroop Effect

red - orange - green - blue - purple - brown

purple - blue - red - orange - brown -greenQuickly say aloud the colour of the font for each word



Essential Early Literacy and Reading Skills



Phonological Awareness

Phonological Awareness 
refers to the ability to reflect on 
the sound structure of spoken 
language.

Phonemic Awareness refers 
to the ability to identify and 
manipulate the smallest unit 
of sound in spoken words, 
called phonemes.



Phonological Awareness

Word Awareness - is your child's ability to hear a sentence and 
understand that it is made up of a number of single words.

What can I do at home?
● How many words are in this sentence?
● How many words are in the title of this book?
● Point and read
● Word hunts
● Building sentences
● Sentence segmentation
● Word games



Phonological Awareness

Syllable - tapping out the beats of the word.

What can I do at home?
● Count the syllables in words
● Each syllables contains a vowel, when you say a 

syllable your jaw drops, try saying it in an angry 
voice

● Clapping games
● Syllable sorting
● Syllable puzzles



Phonological Awareness

Onset & Rime - the onset is the first sound, the rime is the rest of 
the word (eg., fish= f-ish).

What can I do at home?
● “Tell me the first sound”, “Now tell me the rest of the 

word”
● Rhyme games
● Word families
● Onset and rime puzzles



Phonological Awareness

Rhyme & Alliteration - Rhyming words end with the same 
sound. 
Alliteration is when the first sound is repeated in several consecutive 
or closely connected words (e.g., Seven Swans Swam in the 
Summer). 

What can I do at home?
● Do these words rhyme? 
● Tell me a word that rhymes with __.
● Rhyme time
● Rhyme match
● Alliteration art



Phonemic Awareness

Segmenting and blending phonemes are 
the two most important skills contributing 
directly to reading development.



Phonemic Awareness

Phoneme Isolation - the ability to isolate a single sound in a word

What can I do at home?
● What’s the first sound in the word ship? (/sh/)
● What’s the last sound in the word door? (/r/)

Phoneme Blending - the ability to combine sounds in words

What can I do at home?
● Listen…/r/ /o/ /k/…what’s the word? (rock)



Phonemic Awareness

Phoneme Segmentation - the ability to break a word into individual sounds

What can I do at home?
● Tell me the sounds you hear in “rock”. (/r/ /o/ /k/)

Phoneme Manipulation - ability to modify, change, or move the individual 
sounds in a word.

What can I do at home?
● Say “cap”. Change the /k/ to /t/. What’s the new word? (tap)



Phonemic Awareness Activities for Families

Race car blending 

Write a word on paper with the 
sounds spaced out.  Have the child 
drive the car across the word saying 
each sound as they drive over it.  
(e.g., c    a     t - the child will say /k/  
/a/  /t/ cat)

Adding or deleting words, 
syllables and phonemes

Words:
Say “baseball”, without /ball/, 
what’s left is? “base”

Syllables:
Say “neater”, without /er/ what’s 
left is? “neat

Phonemes:
Say “pig”, without /p/ what’s left 
is? “ig”.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tR2aqWQ1ljYNrVKOULlk1oMYTVrPZkAayvoOftP7baU/edit?usp=sharing


Alphabet Knowledge

Alphabet knowledge refers to letter 
names and sounds. The alphabetic 
principle is the idea that letters and 
groups of letters represent the sounds of 
spoken words.



Alphabet Knowledge?

cap tap map mat mash



Phonics - Orthographic Mapping

Orthographic Mapping: how we learn to read so fast! Laura Macgrath, 2020

Orthographic Mapping is an 
internal cognitive process 
where the brain links the 

phoneme sequence in a known 
spoken word with the 

sequence of letters in the 
corresponding written word.



Decodable Texts



Decodable Texts - Amazon

95 Percent Group- beginning 
with CVC (cat) words and 
increase in complexity. 

Meg and Greg - shared reading 
with a proficient reader.

https://www.amazon.ca/s?k=hill+readers+decodable+texts&crid=3AZLWVVFFLZEP&sprefix=hill+readers+decodable+texts%2Caps%2C136&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://www.amazon.ca/s?k=meg+and+greg&crid=1ZZJUC83N5ERL&sprefix=meg+and+gre%2Caps%2C181&ref=nb_sb_noss_2


Decodable Texts - Free

Flyleaf Ebooks

Beyond Decodables

Moon Dogs at Home 

Success For All

Half-Pint Kids

Starfall- free pdfs; projectable copies; interactive stories

SPELD-SA Phonic Books

Core Knowledge Readers

Sora Online Digital Ebook Library

Supersonic Phonics and Jump Decodable

Students log in with SCSDB username and 
password

https://portal.flyleafpublishing.com/learners-resources/
https://www.beyonddecodables.com/?fbclid=IwAR1syBRI3gUBgZyNP3lph25JVBwnV9Gj2t1XOBQKdAqujD_0uDo6B2vLNyQ
https://www.phonicbooks.com/resources/moon-dogs-at-home-series/?fbclid=IwAR1M1oGmSsNRb8Ia4Wqz6hh3A-taXzxh6wiJdExUfRwlkRTcDFGd4GtCzu0
https://sites.google.com/view/success-for-all/home?authuser=0
https://halfpintkids.com/online-materials/
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteach.starfall.com%2Fbooks&data=05%7C01%7Cprodriguez%40scdsb.on.ca%7C6f1110141c9041ec599008dbc05b954e%7C573d7e64d5434fd8b3da0c64adc4eb35%7C1%7C0%7C638315271794575044%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wfuPnQ%2Bv2nUhvpj67JyhFPSfPMdFIvutzr66%2FxjpTPw%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteach.starfall.com%2Fprojectables%2Fdecodable-books&data=05%7C01%7Cprodriguez%40scdsb.on.ca%7C6f1110141c9041ec599008dbc05b954e%7C573d7e64d5434fd8b3da0c64adc4eb35%7C1%7C0%7C638315271794731288%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=azgvIQzKlwRDUVlA39M%2F9DG%2FQ%2FCI5asn2RlbLIanxEw%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.starfall.com%2Fh%2Fltr-classic%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cprodriguez%40scdsb.on.ca%7C6f1110141c9041ec599008dbc05b954e%7C573d7e64d5434fd8b3da0c64adc4eb35%7C1%7C0%7C638315271794731288%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wYE%2FDdVdOU9YdQ91AaOe3qtGaJbsV5EKe8PO5RdAgII%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.speldsa.org.au%2FSPELD-SA-Phonic-Readers-New-Series&data=05%7C01%7Cprodriguez%40scdsb.on.ca%7C6f1110141c9041ec599008dbc05b954e%7C573d7e64d5434fd8b3da0c64adc4eb35%7C1%7C0%7C638315271794731288%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xbbY7gFwjuraWetOnzk1yxpTRbEX389QlCcO8O%2FShE4%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coreknowledge.org%2F%3Fs%3Ddecodable&data=05%7C01%7Cprodriguez%40scdsb.on.ca%7C6f1110141c9041ec599008dbc05b954e%7C573d7e64d5434fd8b3da0c64adc4eb35%7C1%7C0%7C638315271794731288%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BLpQkmcBWQ3ReaYd5VFds9e75EFqI9XNrmFEUfg%2BDEA%3D&reserved=0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1gJZUGYQCYdzpou7C7blLu8i6cfjBlhJGSWPj18mivH4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1gJZUGYQCYdzpou7C7blLu8i6cfjBlhJGSWPj18mivH4/edit?usp=sharing
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